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(54) IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To realize an image pickup device with 
excellent visibility under every environment by controlling 
the lightness of an electronic view finder(EVF) in 
response to the illuminance around an object. 
CONSTITUTION: An image of an object passing through 
a lens 1 having an iris 2 is made incident in an image 
pickup element 3 and an image pickup element output 
signal is obtained in response to a clock pulse 4 and the 
signal is fed to a mean lightness calculation means 6 
and a video signal processing circuit 8 via a sample-and- 
hold circuit 5. The signal fed to the mean lightness 
calculation means 6 is converted into a signal in 
response to the lightness of the object image by a 
prescribed algorithm and the result is fed to an iris 
mechanism drive circuit 7 to control the iris mechanism 2. The signal fed to the video signal 
processing circuit 8 is processed to obtain a composite video signal. The one of the 
composite video signal outputs is fed to a brightness control means 1 1 via a signal 
reproduction means 9 to receive the output of the mean lightness calculation means 6, and its 
output subjected to a limit to a level in matching with the output of the means 6 is obtd. 
thereby improving the visibility of the EVF considerably. 
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